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Paralegal Studies/Pathways to Law Program Advisory Minutes 
 
Date of Meeting:  -   3-23-17   – Academic Senate Office  (12 noon – 2 pm) 
 
Members Present : David Jordan,  Marla Ulliana, Vilma Bernal, Rosie Soto, Kelly Enos, 
Sylvia Macias, Gina Zaragoza, Emilio Rivas, Tashini Walker, Alberto Gudino, Aleida 
Gomez     
 
Members Absent :   Darlene Montes, Mark Hobbs, Carlos Gonzalez  
    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
 
Review 3 Year Program Plan     
 
 
8 week online and hybrid class -  Discussion on the length and success of short term 
classes. Both Aleida and Marla agreed that short term classes are successful. Sylvia 
expressed concern that there is too much material for students to take in. LAMC and 
ITV are moving to short term classes. Students can get through the program/degrees 
faster. Research shows that block scheduling and short terms classes work, and 
students feel they can obtain their goals, and still learn.  Students do drop short term 
classes.  
 
It all goes back to student preparation, reading comprehension, organization needed. 
Students all behind, cannot catch up. We have 12 law classes to get certificate. Emilio 
suggested we could we pair up an English class with law class. We need more  reading 
and writing readiness for high school classes.   
 
Gina said that her Law 11 – Civil Litigation is easier because students prepare mostly 
forms. Gina has annotated difficult law cases for her high school students. It helps the 
students to recognize and look for keywords, and helps students to read the cases. We 
should provide this training to our remaining law faculty on how to annotate cases for 
their on campus and online classes.  
 
  
 Plan Activities  -   Advisory discussed how to contact students in the program. – 
suggested instagram and twitter over Facebook. Also we can request graduating 
students to get a linkein account, and then we can contact them through their linkedin 
professional account. Rosie suggested that  the San Fernando Bar Association could 
give a discounted account, and then our paralegals could participate in Bar activities 
and continuing education workshops and seminars. The Bar Association has a linkedin 
account.  
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Paralegal Employment  
 
LAMC now has a job career site -  https://www.collegecentral.com/lamission/ - Students 
can join as students, and then alumni, and we could use that to contact our graduates to 
see how they are progressing with their careers and how we can improve our existing 
law classes.  
 
Kelly said AJ is working in a new initiative called Viridis which is being funded through 
the District. It is a program which assists by attracting local employers, improving job 
placements for our students, it aggregates employer data and tracks student progress to 
gainful employment, and track student outcomes and retention. We will follow the 
success of Viridis and see if we can implement all or part of the aspects of Viridis – see 
https://www.viridislearning.com/  for more information about this program.  
 
We can add this to CTE budget proposals.  
 
Mock Trial -  Kelly and David have been planning to create a mock trial – DUI for 
students in both the AJ and Paralegal Programs. Kelly purchased goggles and a go-cart 
which is part of the “Drunkbusters” program.  Kelly said that Santa Clarita Hart School 
participates in this program. Emilio said that San Fernando High School now has a new 
Police Academy and they can participate in the program. Also they are seeking funding 
for a mock trail courtroom at San Fernando. 
 
Also our law students and the AJ students in both of their focus groups suggested a 
legal writing competition, and we can work that into the mock trial preparation and 
activity.  Possibly add a scholarship ($500) to be attached to the writing competition to 
motivate the competition between students and programs. We will also have our other 
High School cohorts – at LA Leadership Academy, Nortridge Academy, and Poly HS, 
along with San Fernando.  
 
Rosie suggested  partnering with  Valley Community Legal Foundation and work on 
Immigration. There is an event which Rosie will send to us so our students can 
participate.  Here is a flyer for that event - 
http://abogado.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/116945790/Know%20Your%20Rights%20SFV
BA%20Revisions.pdf 
  
  
  
   
Meeting adjourned: 2 pm   
 
  


